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	Yesterday, Beatles Tribute Show is the one positive constant in Atlantic City Entertainment. 

Created in Las Vegas 22 years ago and intended for a three-month stay in Atlantic City during summer 2007, the Beatles tribute band Yesterday was such a hit it was twice granted contract extensions to remain in its tailor-made Tropicana venue, with no termination date in its foreseeable future.
Founded by John Lennon pretender Don Bellezzo out of college in 1986, Yesterday goes to fanatical lengths to isolate the early era of the Beatles’ music in its A.C. act. The Trop show is entitled The British Are Coming, and not only recreates the songs and set lists of three poignant facets of the Beatles’ first (The Ed Sullivan Show in Feb. 1964, and the Hollywood Bowl concert in Aug. ’64) and second (the Shea Stadium concert in Aug. ’65) United States tours, it mimics their attire, accents, mannerisms and musical equipment to the letter. 
The Trop’s Liverpool Club — the roughly 175-seat nook that once housed the Comedy Stop — has been modified to look like the Cavern Club in Liverpool, where the Beatles launched their career and met their famous manager, Brian Epstein. “We have the exact same instruments the Beatles used — the Rickenbacker and Gretsch guitars, the Hofner violin bass, the Ludwig drums — and we do all of the songs in the original key of the Beatles when they toured,” says Bellezzo. “Nothing’s been lowered, nothing’s been changed. Other bands who’ve tried to do it have lowered the key the Beatles performed in live, because it’s too hard to recreate.”  Even the amplifiers by Vox, which notoriously boosted the amp power for the Shea Stadium show to make it not just the best attended and highest-grossing rock concert of that era, but also the loudest, are the same on Yesterday’s set. 
Bellezzo’s original band toured various venues before becoming part of the Las Vegas-based Yesterday Productions, owned by Barbara McKeown. The organization currently consists of two continual shows — the one in A.C. and another in Lake Tahoe, which recreates the Beatles’ later “psychedelic” era beginning around 1967’s Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band album — and a third show that has toured on five continents.  For media interviews and inquiries contact Neil Cirucci at [image: image1.png]
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