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Beatle Band takes fans back to ‘Yesterday’
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By Mary C. Flyte – The Express Times
     For two hours Sunday night in the State Theatre in Easton was a time machine for 1,800 fans who ventured back to the ‘60s.
    Baby boomer’s forgot about mortgages, crab grass and arthritic knees as Yesterday recreated the band of the century: The Beatles.

    The near-capacity crowd included original and new fans of all ages, some wearing Beatles, and John Lennon T-shirts. There were even a few screams when the general announcements began.

    The first set covered songs from 1964-1966. The group opened up with “She Loves You,” the fab four’s usual opening number during their first and second American tours. Behind the band members – Don Bellezzo as John, Frank Mendonca as Paul, Dick Cunico as Ringo, and Monte Mann as George – a screen projected scenes of screaming fans. There were also pictures of  President Kennedy on television clippings that took me back to the ‘60s. As the projection screen changed from black and white to color now, John says , “…the people in the cheaper seats, you can clap along and the people in the more expensive seats you can rattle your jewelry.” And then the band plays “Help!” . The upbeat, hard rhythm music of the early Beatles played well against these scenes.
     Bellezzo had John’s stiff legged, slightly bent –kneed bounce while Aroeste waved, winked, and flirted with the crowd.
     Yesterday’s harmonizing and the loud rocking “Twist and Shout” that had the audience on its feet.

     After a brief intermission, Yesterday came back out in colorful, satin suits and launched into “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band” era with Ringo’s “A Little Help From My Friends”. Now the Beatles were no longer a band of just guitars and drums: this was the late ‘60s, the era of full orchestration and psychedelic sounds. Yesterday’s songs were overlaid with the appropriate instrumentals, apparent in “Got To Get You Into My Life”.
     George was superb, playing guitar and lead vocal on ”Something”. Bellezzo became John Lennon with “Come Together”. I spent the greater part of my teen-age years, carefully watching every movement of “the cute Beatle” and thought F. Mendonca was a quite believable Paul.

     The screen, behind the band, now was showing videos of flower children and the Vietnam War, as the band played “Revolution”, their closing number; however the audience wanted more and got what they wanted. The band came back out, John and Frank quickly shook a few hands in first row and performed two more songs; “Yellow Submarine” and “Hey Jude” and now we have found the night’s fifth Beatle, the audience, singing and swaying to the familiar songs.
