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By DAVE HEUN

Kane County Chronicle


ST.CHARLES – Beatles’ fans have had a massive dose of television documentary material this week but the black-and-white images of yesteryear were among the only thing missing last Saturday when the show band “Yesterday” started off a week of nostalgia with a tribute concert before a packed house at The Norris 

Theater. 


“Yesterday”, has performed “Beatles” concerts across the country and internationally since 1986. The performance opened with the voice of Ed Sullivan giving his historic first-night announcement that the Beatles were about to perform live on his New York stage before millions of American viewers.


When “Yesterday” broke into “She Loves You” and quickly followed it up with “I Saw Her Standing There,” “Roll Over Beethoven,” and “Please, Please Me,” it sparked memories of watching the Fab Four on television in 1964.


The band could easily start its program staging a typical 1964 family glued to a TV and exchanging opinions about what was unfolding before them. Baby Boomers can remember many interesting arguments and debates with parents and grandparents over the merits of the Beatles. Most of the debates, unfortunately, centered around the length of the hair rather than the musical relevance and talent.

The fact that a band continues to imitate the Beatles some 40 years later and that a major television network has devoted six hours to an “anthology” tell us something about relevance.


But for the crowd at last weekend’s show, it was simply a time to sit back and sing along to the music that changed America.


Frank Mendonca, playing Paul McCartney masterfully had the fans out of their seats for tunes like “All My Loving,” and into a melancholy mode for the classic

 “Yesterday,” the group’s namesake.

Don Bellezzo’s character, John Lennon, had all the rougher edges of the Beatles’ spiritual leader. His joking about being more popular than Jesus brought back memories of controversy that erupted when Lennon was so candid with his remarks during an interview at the height of Beatlemania.

Bellezzo’s best work of the night came in Lennon’s tune, “In My Life,” and he followed it up with a rousing version of “Help!”


Monte Mann as George Harrison and Bobby Potter as Ringo Starr were perfect pieces to the puzzle – like Harrison and Starr – without the fanfare and theatrics of Lennon and McCartney. 


After stirring the crowd into frenzy with “Twist & Shout” to end the first set, “Yesterday” came back in the second set decked out in Sgt. Pepper’s garb and appropriately opened with the title song from that album and going into a string of hits from the era.

      “Yesterday” was able to recreate this music from the Beatles’ psychedelic era perfectly.

        It’s not likely you’ll hear songs like “Something,” “Come Together,”  “Penny Lane” and “Strawberry Fields” at your typical live band session at a local night- club.


When the band finished the evening with “Hey Jude” and “Ticket to Ride,” it left attendees a premise by which to judge other Beatles tribute bands.


Once you get around to deciding they really do look like the Beatles and have the mannerisms and English accent mastered, you can put that aside and realize this was a superb Beatles Show band playing some of the greatest  songs of all time, Songs that have endured the test of time.
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