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By Chuck Darrow





IT’S NOT a huge production. And it certainly isn’t an original concept. But, there are a couple of reasons that the Las Vegas Show Band, “Yesterday – A Tribute to the Beatles” continue to draw even as it’s winding up its second year at Tropicana Casino and Resort in Atlantic City.
The first, of course, is the enduring popularity of the Fab Four’s formidable number of hits – and its remarkable ability to delight and entertain multiple generations. The second is that the four mop-topped musicians who comprise Yesterday (the band’s name as well as the show’s title) do a superb job re-creating the sonic magic of the quartet from Liverpool, England, who changed pop music, and pop culture, four-plus decades ago.

The presentation’s two sets are limited to the game-changing years of 1964 and ’65, a period bookended by the band’s watershed first appearance on “The Ed Sullivan Show” and the equally historic Shea Stadium concert, which were ushered in the age of the grand-scale rock concert. The program’s 23 numbers are of the straight-ahead rock-and-pop variety, with none of the musical adventurousness of later years represented.
Just about as challenging were Ringo Starr’s unique, syncopated style and George Harrison’s leads and fills. But the four cast members – Don Bellezzo (as Lennon), Frank Mendonca (McCartney), Monte Mann (Harrison), Dick Cunico (Ringo) – nail the subtleties of their subjects’ music and deliver what is pretty much an evening of aural cloning.

Among the ingrained-in-our-collective-consciousness tunes knocked out of the park by the quartet of fab fakes are: “All My Loving,” “She Loves You,” “Twist and Shout,” “Day Tripper,” “Help,” “A Hard Day’s Night” and “Yesterday” (performed with a full-band arrangement as the Beatles themselves did it in concert, rather than as a solo acoustic turn by Frank as McCartney).
Attention to period detail is excellent (extra points are scored for Frank’s being left-handed, as is McCartney). The first act is performed in the matching black suits of the British Invasion days. The second half finds the band members in the quasi-military garb they modeled at Shea Stadium.

A pre-show announcement advises that the musical instruments used in the show are exact duplicates, and that appears accurate. However, while the band does use the same brand of amplifiers (Vox), they are self-contained units and not the two-piece rigs the Beatles used, as seen
on Shea Stadium footage shown on the room’s video monitors.

But that’s nitpicking.

“Yesterday,” as a recent Live performance proved, is 90 minutes of fun for all. The enthusiasm of the audience’s aging baby boomers was more than matched by that of a number of pre-teens in the crowd. It’s hard to imagine anyone who loves the Beatles walking out disappointed.
