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The Joint was Jumping

By SHARON WOOD

Contributing Writer

    You had to see it to believe it! “Beatlemania took over the Claremont Opera House when the musical group “Yesterday” had a near sell-out crowd shrieking, stomping, and swaying to the music.
    In black suits and shaggy hair-dos a bit shaggier than their early “mop tops,” the “Fab Four” played by Don Bellezzo (John), Frank Mendonca (Paul), Dick Cunico (Ringo), and Monte Mann (George) played their way through an evening of 60’s nostalgia.
    By far the most popular songs during the first act were “I Wanna hold Your Hand” and the lively “Twist and Shout.” The latter was preceded by the request for the audience to stand up, which they did, filling the house with swaying and bouncing bodies until the song ended.

    According to Opera house management, less than 300 tickets had been sold as of last Thursday, but a blitz of promotion by local radio stations started fanning the “Beatle fever” and the show was a near sell-out by Saturday afternoon.
 The fever spread through the audience during the second act, when “Yesterday” exchanged their conservative suits for the flashy satin Sgt. Pepper look. By the time the “boys from Liverpool” broke into the opening strains of “Revolution,” wild shrieks and foot stomping shook the balcony.
    Right on cue, adoring fans demanded the expected encore of “Yellow Submarine,” “Hey Jude,” and an original song by Don, Frank, Dick, and Monte. 

    Fans of all ages shared in the excitement. Here are some of their comments.

    Steve and Mike, Northeastern University students, “It was great, and really accurate. They ‘came together’ on stage. John Lennon was great!” and “It was worth the trip from Boston!”

    From a crowd of teen aged girls, “When I closed my eyes it was like I was really hearing the Beatles!” and “Jen’s in love with George!” and “Which one is George?”
   For the older generation, the response was similar.

   Ed, “The songs they’ve played so far sound like the real thing, at least in my limited memory.

