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RIVER PALMS RESORT
THOSE 

THRILLING DAYS 

OF “YESTERDAY”

“THE BRITISH ARE COMING”
     If you like your John, Paul, Ringo and George straight up, neat, then the show “Yesterday” has your drink on order. This Beatles’ tribute show, currently playing River Palms Resort Casino, has a focus that is clear— “return with us now to the glory days of the British invasion” – the days when four mop tops came out of Liverpool and set the rock and roll world on end – riding some rather nonsensical “yeah, yeah, yeah” lyrics on a horse of pure musical joy. With “Yesterday” it is indeed “yesterday,”  as in 1964.

     And it’s in key.

     “We do all the songs in the high-pitched original key…. we don’t lower it,” explains Don Bellezzo, the show’s “John Lennon.” “We can do this because we are all musicians – we’re the resident Beatles’ show band with ‘Legends In Concert.’ That’s the biggest tribute show in the world and to be the resident Beatles act there is saying something.”

     Those credentials may be saying something to a reader, but the actual sound they produce says something to the listener. And it’s all good.

     There is a difference when the songs are played in original key. We have heard other Beatles’ tributes and, while they were good, the subtlety of the original sound was altered by coming to rest a few slides down the keyboard.

     The other element of the “yesterday” world of the Beatles elicited by this show is the weirdness that surrounded the Fab Four’s initial stomping on the American musical scene – the screeching girls; the massive crowds; the darting in and out of stage side doors to avoid the throngs; the energy and electricity of The Ed Sullivan Show appearances. All these elements become  a part  of the  “Yesterday”   show  through black 
and white footage of the whole “Beatlemania” thing – as well as unique recording studio shots from those days – all shown on screens in the new River Sands Theatre.
     This focus on the “mop top” times of the Beatles pays dividends for the show. It captures the feeling of the slice of history – a feeling of a new direction, a new generation. Of course, that feeling had a lot to do with innocence and the sheer numbers of Baby Boomers – but it wasn’t a mean spirited “me” venture but a group feeling…. a social hope. This “we’re-in-this-together” feeling generated by the early Beatles began to unravel with the coming of the whole psychedelic thing. Drugs and Eastern philosophies began inching aside the innocence and thus splintered the “unity” forever. 

     While the show “Yesterday” does not ignore the music of Sgt. Pepper and Yellow Submarine, they choose to dress up in their black and white as they play the songs from this later Beatle’s stage. This incongruity of times and looks actually works well. It makes you focus on the wonder of the music and not the silliness of the trappings. 

     While the Stones were about sex and The Kinks were about edge, The Beatles, for all their iconic images and larger than life persona, were about the music. The musicians of “Yesterday” live up to the task of paying homage to that music.

     In addition to Bellezzo’s on spot take on the vocals of John Lennon, there is Monte Mann’s solid George Harrison guitar work – a vital feature of any Beatles tribute act for it was Harrison that gave them the bluesy connection and thus, helped elevate the original sound above the platform of bubblegum pop.

     There is also a solid turn at Ringo by Dick Cunico, who like his counterpart, is a backbone to the sound but not a “star.” And the left-handed Frank Mendonca captures Paul McCartney – not only in all his teen-idol giddiness, but as a strong vocalist. He has to, for Mendonca  must walk that solo plank on occasion, as he does beautifully on the show’s title song “Yesterday.”

     We recently got to get up-close-and-personal with the members of the show through a unique – and creative – bit of marketing by River Palms in the form of a London Jet Boat tour from Laughlin to Lake Havasu and back. The idea of taking four Beatles look-alikes to the London Bridge was fun…. And so was the ride.
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 “Yesterday” in front of the London Bridge at Lake Havasu; Left to right: Don Bellezzo, Frank Mendonca, Monte Mann, 
& Dick Cunico
.On the trip we discovered that:
· Monte Mann’s influences include Carl Perkins;

· Dick Cunico likes to watch the skeptics in the audience, “you know, the guy who sits with arms folded, unmoving, not wanting to be there, probably dragged to the show by the little woman…. and then I like to watch how, by the last song, he’s dancing, singing – or at least clapping his hands – I love that feeling when we’ve won them over”

· Cunico also likes to show the audience that the band is playing live and not doing a “Milli Vanilli” to track music as was the case in a recent show when “a guy yells out to tap the drums…. So I tap the drums a few times to show we’re not playing tracks – and he’s happy.”

· Fans of the show and its band members, actually ask for autographs, in a kind of off-stage tribute to a tribute;

· These guys can make us look at tribute acts in a new light – a warm October Monday light that bounced off the Topock Gorge, the London Bridge and four great guys dressed up like John, Paul, Ringo and George straight up, neat.

