

Star-Studded Performance at Legends in Concert - August 24, 2010
Musical tribute shows can either be great or terrible. Some tribute artists take their "impersonations" over the top, and others focus too heavily on looking or acting like their star to actually be able to capture that particular artist's intrigue. I had my worries prior to seeing Legends in Concert, but I found out pretty quickly that this was something quite different from a corny impersonation show. The tribute artists featured at the Legends in Concert show in Branson are stars in their own right, and it's clear that the show's producers work very hard to present a tactful, entertaining show that features some truly talented performers. 

As we picked up our tickets at the box office, I saw the lineup for the show: Toby Keith, Whitney Houston, The Blues Brothers, The Beatles, Cher, and Elvis. That made for a very unique blend of music, but I was quite excited because, with the exception of the Blues Brother, I'm fairly familiar with the other artists. 

We headed toward the theater entrance, taking note of the large portraits of stars from past to present that lined the walls from floor to ceiling. The inside of the main theater was one of the nicest and most modern that I've seen in Branson, and our seats on the fourth row were quite comfortable. 

The show opened with a Toby Keith tribute artist, who had a great voice that was shockingly similar to Toby's! He completely looked the part also, complete with facial stubble, a signature Toby Keith hat, and the same on-stage attitude. The songs performed ranged from Toby's first big hit, "Should Have Been a Cowboy," and went through recent hits, including a rendition of "Courtesy of the Red, White & Blue" that brought the entire crowd to its feet. 

After about four or five songs, the stage went dark, and out came "Whitney Houston" with a medley of some of the star's more up-tempo hits, including "I Wanna Dance With Somebody," "I'm Every Woman," and "Queen of the Night." The performer had a voice as strong as Whitney's herself, and made me wonder why she didn't have her own recording contract and a household name. In terms of representing Whitney, she had those familiar head shakes, finger points, and other Whitney mannerisms.

The final tribute of the first act went out to the Blues Brothers. I have to admit that my knowledge of this duo is quite limited, except for acknowledging their presence as cultural icons of the late 70s and early 80s. Although I wasn't too familiar with the act, the high-spirited energy of the "brothers" (particularly of Elwood) was infectious and quite entertaining. By the time the curtain fell at Intermission, I was a little sad to know that the show was half over. 

The second half opened with a tribute to the Beatles. The tribute band who represented the Fab Four was Yesterday- The Beatles Tribute, and it was clear that they had studied the British cuties extensively. My favorite Beatle has always been Ringo, and the "Ringo" of this group looked like he was having as much fun as the real Ringo did in all of the Beatles footage I've seen. "Paul" and "John" had the signature stances of both front men done perfectly, and, best of all, the group sounded great. They performed mostly the earlier hits of the Beatles, including "I Wanna Hold Your Hand," "She Loves You," and "I Saw Her Standing There."  Yesterday – The Beatles Tribute was the high light of my evening. They were just superb in every way.
The fifth act was the one I was really looking forward to - Cher! There is no way, I reasoned, that a Cher tribute would not be fun and entertaining ... and I wasn't disappointed. Our "Cher" for the show opened with "If I Could Turn Back Time," then launched into other favorites like "Gypsies, Tramps, and Thieves," "Half-Breed," and several others. There was plenty of hair flipping, and our "Cher's" costume featured so many shimmering rhinestones that the diva herself would have been quite proud. 

The final act for the night was none other than Elvis. Naturally, he was quite a hit with the audience, and spent a good amount of time serenading women in the audience. It was a lot of fun to watch, and judging from the smiles on the faces around me, I wasn't the only one enjoying the show. 

Legends in Concert ended with a curtain call performance by the entire cast (including the talented dancers), and I couldn't help but think that this was probably the only time I would ever see tribute artists to stars as varied as The Beatles, Toby Keith, Cher, Elvis, and Whitney Houston all together on one stage. The show has been a hit for more than two decades, and it's clear that the producers search far and wide to find talented artists who can not only perform, but who can also walk, talk, and act the parts they portray. The show was one of the most entertaining I've seen, and I walked out feeling like I'd just seen a star-studded concert!

