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    Sprawled out on his bed in a local motel  Don Bellezzo jumps to his feet. The Californian grabs his  Rickenbacker guitar and demonstrates a part to the Beatles song, I Feel Fine. He then sings John Lennon’s harmony part to the chorus Please Please Me.
    “Most people think Paul (McCartney) sings the high part,” he says. “But it’s actually John.”

    Bellezzo should know. He plays John Lennon in a Beatles tribute band called Yesterday.

    In an adjacent room, Frank Mendonca is practicing the bass part to She’s a Woman. He lays his Hofner bass on the bed and begins to talk about The Beatles. He, too, knows the most trivial trivia about the greatest rock and roll band ever. Like Bellezzo, he should; he plays Paul McCartney in Yesterday.
   Yesterday was in Mountain Home last Friday and played two sold-out shows at Dunbar Auditorium.

    The first, to 1,000 screaming high school students, brought back memories of ‘The Beatles’ early performances. Kids who hadn’t even been born when The Beatles had broken up in 1970, were literally screaming for songs that many had probably never heard.
    In contrast, most of the people in the audience for the second show were around when The Beatles began recording in the early 1960’s, many well before that. And though not quite as boisterous as the high school kids, screams and thunderous applause were still heard.

    “I’m loving it,” Maxine Sidwell of Mountain Home says. “It makes people feel young again.”

    When dressed in Beatle garb the four musicians (Ringo Starr is played by Dick Cunico of Las Vegas, and George Harrison is played by Monte Mann of Oklahoma) look remarkably like The Beatles, and their English accents only add to the show.

    Once the music starts, the spirit of The Beatles begins to waft into the soul of the audience and all of the sudden the four look as though they are the real fab four.
    Completely faithful to the original arrangements, Yesterday weaves tha told Beatles magic through excellent musicianship and extraordinary vocals. And when Bellezzo & F. Mendonca sing those sweet Lennon and McCartney harmonies they slide down like a chocolate melting in your mouth.

    “This is as good as I remember the originals.” Danny Ponder, 48, says. “It’s wonderful.”

    Back at the motel, watching for the second show to begin, Mendonca describes the first show.

    “There was a moment when the kids were screaming so loud and we could barely hear ourselves that chills went up my spine,” he says. “This has to be what it was like for the Beatles. It’s a great honor to be able to bring their music to people.”
    Many things go in and out of style but The Beatles, with a little help from yesterday, never do


