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‘Yesterday’ revives the fab four
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     “If anyone had closed their eyes, they could have imagined
       listening to the first side of ‘Sgt. Pepper’s’ album. Or the 

       ‘Rubber Soul’ album….or ‘The White Album’,”
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Monte Mann was a quiet, smiling George Harrison, and Dick Cunico was Ringo Starr, also a quiet member.
     As a rear-screen projector flashed images of the ‘60s – such as smiling couples doing the twist and credits of  “The Andy Griffith Show” –Yesterday combed over that tumultuous decade and brought out stellar renditions of  “Please, Please Me” and “Roll Over Beethoven.”
     During the second half of the show; the band reappeared in the now-classic Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band uniforms.

     “Are you ready,” asked Bellezzo, and the crowds whistles and applause gave him an instant answer.

     Immediately, the band launched into an excellent rendition of “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band.” The audience barely had time to applaud, as the band slipped ‘A Little Help From My Friends.”

     If anyone had close their eyes, they could have imagined listening to the first side of “Sgt. Pepper’s” album. Or the “Rubber Soul” album...or “The White Album.”
     The group, which appeared at the Kirby Center last March and had just finished playing at the Hazelton Philharmonic Cultural Center Tuesday and Wednesday thrilled the crowd – and some of whom weren’t even born by the time Sgt. Pepper came along. 

   The show was presented by the Kirby Center.

   It was more than 20 years ago today, but some of Sgt. Pepper’s boys are still playing – and they put on a good show for more than 1500 people at the K.M. Kirby Center Thursday night.

     Yesterday, a four-man group of Beatles impersonators, blew into the cultural arts center and succeed more than once in thrilling the audience with their carbon copy Magical Mystery Tour. The group was formed in 1986. 
     Playing against a relatively simple set by some of today’s more lavish rock environments, the band had most of the look – and practically all of the sounds –down to perfection.

    The mood of the first set was already established, as the band walked on stage during a tape of Ed Sullivan’s introduction to ‘The Beatles’ for their famous appearance on his show. As sounds of  screaming fans filled the Kirby, the lights went up and the band threw themselves into “I Wanna Hold Your Hand.”

    Wearing slick, collarless suits, Beatle boots and mop-tops, the band moved smoothly into “She Loves You,” which earned them a big hand.

     On stage, their personalities were as perfected as the rest of their act; John Lennon,  played by Don Bellezzo, was a cynical wit: Paul McCartney, played by Frank Mendonca, was the enthusiastic crowd-pleaser.


