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“It was 20 years ago today…”
ELGIN – Actually it was 29 years ago today when the Beatles burst upon the American music scene. But a near-capacity crowd at Hemmens Auditorium last Saturday night watched those 29 years unfold in a two-hour concert by “Yesterday”, a band that brings the Fab Four to life in concerts across the nation.


The 1960s mood was heightened by a pre-concert Beatles trivia contest and various vendors peddling ‘60s merchandise in the Hemmens lobby, but the concert goers came to hear the music that had provided cherished memories for all these years.


As the lights went down in the concert hall, the voice of Ed Sullivan boomed the famous introduction to the Beatles’ first television appearance in February of 1964. Once the lights came up, “Yesterday”

was belting out it’s rendition of the Beatles’ first huge US. Hit, “I Want To Hold Your Hand,” and quickly followed it up with “She Loves You.”

The players – Don Bellezzo (as John Lennon), Frank Mendonca (as Paul McCartney), Monte Mann (as George Harrison), and Dick Cunico (as Ringo Starr) – were dressed in the dark suits, ties and boots that were an early Beatles trademark.


Their mannerisms, facial expressions and stage presence were extremely accurate. Cunico, played with identical style of Ringo Starr.


All of the band’s renditions of Beatle tunes were strong, but a few stood over the others. In the first 15-song set, “Roll Over Beethoven” and “Things We Said Today” were performed as close to perfection as one could imagine the Beatles might have sounded when playing those songs live.


The vocals in “Please, Please Me” were right on target and Bellezzo’s delivery on “Help” was very reminiscent of Lennon’s style.


The highlights of the first set, however, came when Frank Mendonca sang “Yesterday” with a spot-light on him and the orchestra strings accompanying through a sound system. It definitely brought back memories of McCartney’s solo of that song on Ed Sullivan.


A rousing version of “Twist and Shout,” Bellezzo mentioned that the song was written “2,000 years ago, quite possibly by Jesus and his disciples.” And Mendonca quickly cut in with a “Now John, be careful” warning. It was a suitable reminder of how Lennon became embroiled in controversy over his remark that the Beatles had become more popular than Jesus.


The 20-minute intermission represented a change of times for the Beatles. The players came out in the famous Sgt. Pepper costumes, mustaches and longer hair (Belllezzo of course had “granny” glasses on for Lennon) and one was reminded that the Beatles had been introduced to drugs, 
had visited India and lost their manager Brain Epstein at an early age.


The second set had the psychedelic edge to it opening with “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band,”  “A Little Help From My Friends,” “A Day in the Life,” and “Day Tripper.”


All of these songs are very difficult, at best, to reproduce live, something the Beatles themselves never did.


But “Yesterday” was able to accomplish these difficult tasks through their excellent facial mannerisms along with accurate background music and percussion vocals and tight guitar playing. The crowd, with patrons ranging in age from 10 to 50 years old, helped create the allusion of a real Beatles concert with a handful of girls screaming at the beginning of each song. The set concluded with a fine version of 

“Penny Lane” and, fittingly, with “Revolution.” After all, the Beatles did start a revolution with their music.

The appreciative crowd was treated to a wonderful encore that featured two Lennon greats – “In My Life” and “Ticket To Ride” – and the perfect audience participation classic (and the Beatles’ best-selling record) of “Hey Jude”

The trip down memory lane was both joyous and sad. Joyous because of its memories and sad because the likes of the Beatles will never be seen again. Joyous because their music is alive and well, sad because of the reminder of Lennon’s tragic death. Joyous because of the changing work it stirred, sad because it reminds us all that if the Beatles were still around, and thorough some miracle could perform again; we’d all be treated to those true classics that marked the British Invasion and changed music forever.
‘Yesterday’ was a chance to relive Beatlemania
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